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We are living in an important time in history. The rise of Asia has brought waves of optimism across Asian nation, 
bringing many opportunities to shape a sustainable future for human security in the region. However, there are still 
many problems and challenges across various aspects and levels, from community to governance, from politics to 
economy, and from global to local.  
 
The shift of the pendulum of economic growth impetus has generated a variety of consequences, including: natural 
resources depletion, shortage of carbon-based energy, shortage of food and water, as well as over-utilization of 
natural and human resources. Future economic and social development rely heavily on the proper utilization of 
Asian natural resources and well-prepared human resources.  
 
To create a breakthrough for ensuring a prosperous future for the Asian peoples, a deep understanding of problems 
and the dynamics shaping them is of paramount importance. Students and scholars are at the forefront of this 
process and the Sustainable Future for Human Security conference is one significant way to foster and create 
breakthroughs in this area.  
 
The 5th Sustainable Future for Human Security (SustaiN 2014) was held in Bali, Indonesia on 19-21 October, 2014. 
The conference was organized by the Sustain Society, with the support of some institutions as follows: 
1. Kyoto University: 
   - Research Institute for Sustainable Humanosphere (RISH), 
   - Inter-Graduate School Program for Sustainable Development and Survivable Societies (GSS) 
2. Universitas Gadjah Mada  
3. University of Jember 
4. Hassanudin University 
5. Indonesia Islamic University  
6. Sahitya Institute for Research. 
 
The conference originated from the need to provide an inter-disciplinary forum where the most serious problems 
affecting a sustainable future for human security could be discussed, in recognition of the fact that many future 
problems cannot be solved by a “siloed” approach. The emphasis on sustainable futures is in response to the general 
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awareness of the need to solve numerous human-related problems resulting from the rapid growth of modern 
society. The topic of sustainable futures for human security needs to be discussed in an integrated way, in 
accordance with the principles of sustainability, considering energy and materials supply, economies and trade, 
technology, cities, agriculture, social and environmental aspects. 
 
To continue providing adequate technology to cope with the demands of human quality of life requires intensive 
research and development with multidisciplinary perspectives. Research and development towards achieving future 
human security should embrace sustainability perspectives, to avoid negatively impacting the environment and 
necessitating or exacerbating inefficient use of natural resources, increasing emissions and hazardous wastes and 
jeopardizing human health and society. 
 
The conference covered a wide range of issues with the aim of highlighting potential issues and paths towards a 
sustainable future. It attracted a high level of attendance from countries of the global North and South, with a wide 
geographical coverage. Since 2010, SustaiN conference have accepted in more than 1200 papers from 30 countries, 
the overall accepted ratio is less than 50% or 37% to be exact. The quality of papers received was a testament to the 
reputation that the conference has been building over the past five years. 
 
Papers presented at SUSTAIN 2014 were divided into six thematic areas: (1) Energy and Environment (EnE); (2) 
Built Environment (BE); (3) Sustainable Agriculture (SA); (4) Sustainable Tropical Forest (STF); (5) Disaster 
Management (DM); (6) Social and Politics (SP). Under these broad areas, a wide-ranging series of presentations was 
given, which elaborated on current research across Asia and the world. Being held in Bali, Indonesia’s “Island of the 
Gods”, the participants also took part in a tour of some of the main sights and experiences that link modern and 
ancient Bali. 
 
The two programmed days of the conference each commenced with keynote presentations which, like the 
conference itself, were wide-ranging. The keynote speakers were: Prof. Kaoru Takara (Kyoto University), Prof. 
Dwikorita Karnawati (Universitas Gadjah Mada), Prof. Naoshi Kondo (Kyoto University), and Prof. Mamoru 
Yamamoto (Kyoto University). 
 
More than 170 participants attended the conference from 12 countries in Asia, Australia, North America and 
Europe. Around 161 papers were presented in the two days of the conference. Only selected papers are published in 
the Procedia Environmental Science and a special issue of the International Journal for Sustainable Futures for 
Human Security (J-SUSTAIN). 
 
The organizers appreciate the support and assistance of the cooperating organizations, the participants, presenters 
and staff. The next SUSTAIN conference is highly anticipated by all the attendees of SUSTAIN 2014, and the 
committee expect to build further on the success of this year’s event. 
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